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I.  Congressional Updates:  

 
• This week, Senator Chris Coons (D-DE) released the 

following statement in response to the decision by the 

Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) to rescind 

support for longstanding U.S. negotiating objectives on 

digital trade: “Digital trade rules ensuring the free flow of 

information and protecting proprietary technology serve 

to strengthen the global competitiveness of the U.S. 

economy and provide valuable guarantees for U.S. 

businesses in every industry. That’s why I’m so 

disappointed to see USTR abandoning those priorities in 

our trade negotiations, despite years of broad bipartisan 

support and their inclusion in trade agreements negotiated 

by presidents of both parties. Important domestic debates 

on regulating technology should not hold us back 

from continuing to work with our allies to develop 

guardrails for the global digital economy that reflect our 

shared values. If we are not at the negotiating table, we are 

giving China a free pass to set the rules of the road for the 

future of the global economy.” 

 

• On November 14, 2023, the House Committee on the 

Judiciary Subcommittee on the Administrative State, 

Regulatory Reform, and Antitrust held a hearing titled 

“Oversight of the Department of Justice Antitrust 

Division”. The hearing focused on the oversight of the 

Department of Justice Antitrust Division, led by Assistant 

Attorney General Jonathan Kanter. Concerns were raised 

about the DOJ's refocusing of efforts and revision of 

antitrust guidelines, lack of transparency, and potential 

misuse of antitrust as a political tool. Praise was given for 

efforts to ensure fair pay, support small businesses, and 

protect consumers. Criticisms were made about insufficient 
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https://ipwatchdog.com/2023/11/12/uspto-usco-must-resolve-disparate-approaches-ai-inventorship-copyrightability/id=169540/
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action against collusion among powerful institutions and the DOJ's losing record in civil 

cases. The importance of a fair, competitive, and open market was emphasized, as was the 

need for adequate resources for the Antitrust Division. A full summary from ACG can be 

provided upon request.  

  

• On Wednesday, November 15, Senators Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), John Thune (R-SD), 

Roger Wicker (R-MS), John Hickenlooper (D-CO), Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV), and Ben 

Ray Luján (D-NM), introduced the Artificial Intelligence (AI) Research, Innovation, and 

Accountability Act. The bipartisan legislation establishes a framework to bolster innovation 

while bringing greater transparency, accountability, and security to the development and 

operation of the highest-impact applications of AI. Read more here. 
 

 

II. Administration Updates 

 

• On Monday, November 13, a coalition of left-leaning labor groups, tech watchdogs and civil 

society organizations sent a letter to Vice President Harris supporting her recent remarks on 

AI. They applauded her emphasis on addressing the near-term threats of the proliferation of 

artificial intelligence over the more abstract existential warnings. “As you astutely noted in 

your recent remarks at the U.S. Embassy in London, the harms are not only hypothetical or 

occurring in a far-off future; they are happening right now.” The groups praised Harris’ 

“leadership on this important issue,” and pledged “to amplify, support, and work together” 

with Harris “on future efforts.” Signatories included The Tech Oversight Project, Encode 

Justice, Fight For The Future, Public Citizen, and Public Knowledge, among others. Read the 

letter here.  

 

• On Tuesday, Business Insider reported that President Joe Biden and his Chinese counterpart 

Xi Jinping are set to sign a deal limiting the use of artificial intelligence in nuclear weapon 

control systems. According to the article, Biden and Xi will pledge a deal limiting the use of 

AI in autonomous weaponry, such as drones, as well as the systems used for the control and 

deployment of nuclear warheads. Read more here. 

 

 

III. USCO Updates: 

 

• On Wednesday, November 15 the US Copyright Office (USCO) announced that they are 

extending the deadline to submit reply comments in response to the Office’s August 30, 

2023, notice of inquiry regarding artificial intelligence and copyright. Reply comments are 

now due by 11:59 p.m. eastern time on Wednesday, December 6, 2023. The Federal Register 

notice announcing this extension and additional information, including instructions for 

submitting comments, are available on the Artificial Intelligence Study webpage.  

 

• On Thursday, November 16 the US Copyright Office (USCO) extended the deadline to 

submit reply comments in response to the Office’s September 26, 2023, supplemental notice 

of proposed rulemaking on termination rights and other topics related to the Music 

Modernization Act. Reply comments are now due by 11:59 p.m. eastern time on Tuesday, 

December 5, 2023. The Federal Register notice announcing this extension, and additional 

https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/news-releases?ID=2F0327BD-1283-4A61-9A3C-560F2189F46E
https://techoversight.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/VP-Harris-A.I.-Letter-11.13.23.pdf
https://www.businessinsider.com/biden-xi-deal-ai-out-nuclear-weapons-systems-apec-report-2023-11
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNvcHlyaWdodC5nb3YvcG9saWN5L2FydGlmaWNpYWwtaW50ZWxsaWdlbmNlLz9sb2Nscj1lYW5jbyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzExMTUuODU2NzAwMTEifQ.aAe-7ob6lWeUKhhBgb9oZp7xNjGknnTqjDdx7oYmwdc%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F230802355371-l&data=05%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7Cffdf8aca4a4f470c5a7108dbe5e9699e%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638356562909806486%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0yf1N6imqSkCsTkyi%2BJvQNn6Ird0w5DJbY4TfXehGHE%3D&reserved=0
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information, including instructions for submitting comments, is available on the rulemaking’s 

webpage. 

 

• On October 19, the US Copyright Office published a notice of proposed rulemaking in the 

ninth triennial proceeding under section 1201 of Title 17. Based on the renewal petitions 

received and the lack of sufficient opposition, the Office intends to recommend readoption of 

all but one existing exemption. In addition, the notice outlines seven newly proposed classes 

of exemption and initiates three rounds of public comment. Comments from those who 

proposed new exemptions and those supporting adoption of a proposed exemption, as well as 

comments that neither support nor oppose an exemption, are due December 22, 2023. 

Comments in opposition are due February 20, 2024. Reply comments from supporters of a 

proposed exemption and parties who neither support nor oppose an exemption are due March 

19, 2024. Additional background information about section 1201 is available here. 

 

 

 

IV. Industry Updates: 

 

• On November 15, the Open Markets Institute held an event titled AI and the Public Interest, a 

wide-ranging discussion about how to understand the promise, threats, and practical 

regulatory challenges in managing the advent of large-scale AI. The event brought together 

leading policymakers, law enforcers, technologists, entrepreneurs, writers, musicians, policy 

experts, and academics, from both the United States and Europe. Some of the participants 

include Alvaro Bedoya - Commissioner, Federal Trade Commission; Doha Mekki - Principal 

Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Department of Justice Antitrust Division; Tim Wu - 

Professor at Columbia Law School, former special assistant to the President for technology 

and competition policy; Ashley Irwin – President of the Society of Composers & Lyricists; 

and many more. Read more here. A summary from ACG can be provided upon request.   

 
• On Monday, The Wrap published an article detailing the recently agreed to AI protections 

between SAG-AFTRA and AMPTP. One of the main highlights of the strike was the concern 

over the use of artificial intelligence in Hollywood. According to the agreement, performers 

whose digital replicas are used must be compensated with the “performer’s pro rata daily rate 

or the minimum rate, whichever is higher” and must be compensated for the number of days 

that a project’s producer determines the performer would have needed to work if those scenes 

were filmed in person. Read the summary in full here. “We are exceedingly grateful for all 

the support from the entertainment unions throughout the strike. This victory is for all of us,” 

SAG-AFTRA leader Duncan Crabtree-Ireland said during a press conference on Friday. 

“While the gains in these new contracts will keep the entertainment industry sustainable for 

working class performers, they serve as an example of what can be accomplished through 

collective action and solidarity.” Read more from The Wrap here.  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNvcHlyaWdodC5nb3YvcnVsZW1ha2luZy9tbWEtdGVybWluYXRpb24vIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTExNi44NTc3NzM4MSJ9.PHtIPLuNyBQEWNmhDwO0KCHWlsrn57NeN2olsR2VWyg%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F231008847009-l&data=05%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C5676311c279346c0ae7608dbe6f4eb90%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638357711843282495%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9qFHp9%2F0jmqLX%2B6UWQTdNXTlvSV%2F%2B5IrMRYID%2BDFUVs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNvcHlyaWdodC5nb3YvcnVsZW1ha2luZy9tbWEtdGVybWluYXRpb24vIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTExNi44NTc3NzM4MSJ9.PHtIPLuNyBQEWNmhDwO0KCHWlsrn57NeN2olsR2VWyg%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F231008847009-l&data=05%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C5676311c279346c0ae7608dbe6f4eb90%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638357711843282495%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9qFHp9%2F0jmqLX%2B6UWQTdNXTlvSV%2F%2B5IrMRYID%2BDFUVs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNvcHlyaWdodC5nb3YvMTIwMS8_bG9jbHI9ZWFuY28iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMxMDE5Ljg0MzA5NDUxIn0.pbJfx7YFldM24TIS22Jr5kb_zV41D3v97EjTXG7bv2k%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F228596406582-l&data=05%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C40c0410110fb4540262208dbd0b6b9ba%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638333255469833485%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zp6Du3mZ%2BGG4w9e3VeH%2FQhZxxpv6zzWyt4O8iyzub%2FA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.openmarketsinstitute.org/publications/event-ai-and-the-public-interest
https://www.sagaftra.org/files/sa_documents/TV-Theatrical_23_Summary_Agreement_Final.pdf
https://www.thewrap.com/sag-aftra-summary-agreement-ai-protections/

