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I.  Congressional Updates:  

 

• On November 20, The Hill reported that the Senate 

Judiciary Committee has subpoenaed the CEOs of Discord, 

Snap, and X to appear before a committee hearing on 

December 6 that will focus on child online privacy. “Since 

the beginning of this Congress, our Committee has rallied 

around a key bipartisan issue: protecting children from the 

dangers of the online world. It’s at the top of every parent’s 

mind, and Big Tech’s failure to police itself at the expense 

of our kids cannot go unanswered,” the Senators said in a 

joint statement. Read more here. 

 

• On Wednesday November 30, Senate Majority Leader 

Chuck Schumer hosted the latest of his AI forums, focusing 

on concerns over AI systems training on copyrighted 

content and potential AI uses for creators and inventors as 

well as transparency and explainability around AI. The full 

list of attendees included musician Rick Beato, Ben Brooks 

of Stability AI, Mike Capps of Diveplane, Danielle Coffey 

of News Media Alliance, Duncan Crabtree-Ireland of SAG-

AFTRA, Ali Farhadi of the Allen Institute for AI, Zach 

Graves of the Foundation for American Innovation, 

Vanessa Holtgrewe of IATSE, Mounir Ibrahim of Truepic, 

Dennis Kooker of Sony Music Entertainment, Curtis 

LeGeyt of the National Association of Broadcasters, Riley 

McCormack of DigiMarc, Cynthia Rudin of Duke 

University, Jon Schleuss of NewsGuild, Ben Sheffner of 

the Motion Picture Association, Navrina Singh of Credo 

AI, Ziad Sultan of Spotify, Andrew Trask of OpenMined, 

and Nicol Turner Lee of Brookings. 

 

 

Headlines and Highlights: 

• Big Tech CEOs Subpoenaed to 

Testify Before Senate About 

Efforts to Protect Kids Online 

 

• Schumer Holds IP and Copyright 

AI Forum 

 

• Members of Congress Oppose 

Biden Administration’s 

Abandonment of Key Bipartisan 

Digital Trade Proposals 

 

• Germany, France, and Italy 

Reach Agreement on Future AI 

Regulation 

 

• BMI Sold to New Mountain 

Capital 

 

In the Blogs: 
• Hugh Stephens Blog: As Creator’s 

Rights Face New Challenges, 

Canada Needs to Keep Pace with 

International Developments 

• Hugh Stephens Blog: Canadian 

Writers Speak Up: It’s Time to End 

the Education Sector Rip-off (600 

Million Pages Unfairly Copied 

Annually) 

• Billboard: BMI Is Selling: What 

This Means for Songwriters (Guest 

Column) 

• POLITICO: AI Comes for Music’s 

Middle Class 

https://thehill.com/policy/technology/4319317-big-tech-ceos-subpoenaed-senate-kids-online-safety/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-api.wordpress.com%2Fbar%2F%3Fstat%3Dgroovemails-events%26bin%3Dwpcom_email_click%26redirect_to%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fhughstephensblog.net%252F2023%252F11%252F23%252Fas-creators-rights-face-new-challenges-canada-needs-to-keep-pace-with-international-developments%252F%26sr%3D0%26signature%3De30ff87186d0ef2950117ebfcf81c3ee%26blog_id%3D105437574%26user%3D1c618b72334dfb13bdd94479ba404cb9%26_e%%%26_z%3Dz&data=05%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C4eb41dc9fe3941669ee608dbecb7915f%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638364045414599316%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWw
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-api.wordpress.com%2Fbar%2F%3Fstat%3Dgroovemails-events%26bin%3Dwpcom_email_click%26redirect_to%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fhughstephensblog.net%252F2023%252F11%252F23%252Fas-creators-rights-face-new-challenges-canada-needs-to-keep-pace-with-international-developments%252F%26sr%3D0%26signature%3De30ff87186d0ef2950117ebfcf81c3ee%26blog_id%3D105437574%26user%3D1c618b72334dfb13bdd94479ba404cb9%26_e%%%26_z%3Dz&data=05%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C4eb41dc9fe3941669ee608dbecb7915f%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638364045414599316%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWw
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-api.wordpress.com%2Fbar%2F%3Fstat%3Dgroovemails-events%26bin%3Dwpcom_email_click%26redirect_to%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fhughstephensblog.net%252F2023%252F11%252F23%252Fas-creators-rights-face-new-challenges-canada-needs-to-keep-pace-with-international-developments%252F%26sr%3D0%26signature%3De30ff87186d0ef2950117ebfcf81c3ee%26blog_id%3D105437574%26user%3D1c618b72334dfb13bdd94479ba404cb9%26_e%%%26_z%3Dz&data=05%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C4eb41dc9fe3941669ee608dbecb7915f%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638364045414599316%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWw
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-api.wordpress.com%2Fbar%2F%3Fstat%3Dgroovemails-events%26bin%3Dwpcom_email_click%26redirect_to%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fhughstephensblog.net%252F2023%252F11%252F23%252Fas-creators-rights-face-new-challenges-canada-needs-to-keep-pace-with-international-developments%252F%26sr%3D0%26signature%3De30ff87186d0ef2950117ebfcf81c3ee%26blog_id%3D105437574%26user%3D1c618b72334dfb13bdd94479ba404cb9%26_e%%%26_z%3Dz&data=05%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C4eb41dc9fe3941669ee608dbecb7915f%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638364045414599316%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWw
https://hughstephensblog.net/2023/11/30/canadian-writers-speak-up-its-time-to-end-the-education-sector-rip-off-600-million-pages-unfairly-copied-annually/
https://hughstephensblog.net/2023/11/30/canadian-writers-speak-up-its-time-to-end-the-education-sector-rip-off-600-million-pages-unfairly-copied-annually/
https://hughstephensblog.net/2023/11/30/canadian-writers-speak-up-its-time-to-end-the-education-sector-rip-off-600-million-pages-unfairly-copied-annually/
https://hughstephensblog.net/2023/11/30/canadian-writers-speak-up-its-time-to-end-the-education-sector-rip-off-600-million-pages-unfairly-copied-annually/
https://hughstephensblog.net/2023/11/30/canadian-writers-speak-up-its-time-to-end-the-education-sector-rip-off-600-million-pages-unfairly-copied-annually/
https://www.billboard.com/pro/bmi-sale-what-means-for-songwriters-questions-faq/
https://www.billboard.com/pro/bmi-sale-what-means-for-songwriters-questions-faq/
https://www.billboard.com/pro/bmi-sale-what-means-for-songwriters-questions-faq/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/digital-future-daily/2023/11/28/ai-comes-for-musics-middle-class-00128921
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/digital-future-daily/2023/11/28/ai-comes-for-musics-middle-class-00128921
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II. Administration Updates 

 

• On November 18, members of the House Ways and Means Committee sent a letter to US 

Trade Representative Katherine Tai to reconsider the USTR’s decision to abandon important 

bipartisan trade proposals at the World Trade Organization designed to increase American 

competitiveness, protect workers and businesses, and ensure fairness in the global digital 

economy. Co-Chairs of the Digital Trade Caucus, Reps. Darin LaHood (R-IL) and Suzan 

DelBene (D-WA) along with 14 other Ways and Means Committee members signed the 

letter which states in part: “We wholeheartedly agree that the United States and our allies 

must maintain sufficient room to regulate the digital economy in a fair and transparent 

manner. Further, we agree that consumers must be protected as they interact with the digital 

economy, including by bolstering consumer data privacy protections and cybersecurity 

safeguards. That said, the U.S. can regulate companies within our borders without giving 

foreign countries, including our adversaries, the impression that the United States will no 

longer protect our industries and workers against discrimination, push back against the 

PRC’s model of data censorship and surveillance, promote the free and secure flow of data 

across borders, and defend American companies against source code theft.” Read the full 

letter here and the press release here. 

 

 

III. USCO Updates: 

 

• On October 19, the US Copyright Office published a notice of proposed rulemaking in the 

ninth triennial proceeding under section 1201 of Title 17. Based on the renewal petitions 

received and the lack of sufficient opposition, the Office intends to recommend readoption of 

all but one existing exemption. In addition, the notice outlines seven newly proposed classes 

of exemption and initiates three rounds of public comment. Comments from those who 

proposed new exemptions and those supporting adoption of a proposed exemption, as well as 

comments that neither support nor oppose an exemption, are due December 22, 2023. 

Comments in opposition are due February 20, 2024. Reply comments from supporters of a 

proposed exemption and parties who neither support nor oppose an exemption are due March 

19, 2024. Additional background information about section 1201 is available here. 

 

• On Wednesday, November 15 the US Copyright Office (USCO) announced that they are 

extending the deadline to submit reply comments in response to the Office’s August 30, 

2023, notice of inquiry regarding artificial intelligence and copyright. Reply comments are 

now due by 11:59 p.m. eastern time on Wednesday, December 6, 2023. The Federal Register 

notice announcing this extension and additional information, including instructions for 

submitting comments, are available on the Artificial Intelligence Study webpage.  

 

• On Thursday, November 16 the US Copyright Office (USCO) extended the deadline to 

submit reply comments in response to the Office’s September 26, 2023, supplemental notice 

of proposed rulemaking on termination rights and other topics related to the Music 

Modernization Act. Reply comments are now due by 11:59 p.m. eastern time on Tuesday, 

December 5, 2023. The Federal Register notice announcing this extension, and additional 

information, including instructions for submitting comments, is available on the rulemaking’s 

webpage. 

 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/lahood.house.gov/_cache/files/e/8/e80f1be5-110e-4162-8ab4-0a02b6d54100/7F176D4E753154B3D76B3B7695537244.lahood-delbene-letter-to-ustr-on-digital-trade-11.15.2023-final.pdf
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/congressional-backlash-mounts-following-biden-administrations-abandonment-of-key-bipartisan-digital-trade-proposals/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20Biden%20Administration%27s%20decision%20to,abandons%20our%20closest%20trading%20partners.
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNvcHlyaWdodC5nb3YvMTIwMS8_bG9jbHI9ZWFuY28iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMxMDE5Ljg0MzA5NDUxIn0.pbJfx7YFldM24TIS22Jr5kb_zV41D3v97EjTXG7bv2k%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F228596406582-l&data=05%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C40c0410110fb4540262208dbd0b6b9ba%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638333255469833485%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zp6Du3mZ%2BGG4w9e3VeH%2FQhZxxpv6zzWyt4O8iyzub%2FA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNvcHlyaWdodC5nb3YvcG9saWN5L2FydGlmaWNpYWwtaW50ZWxsaWdlbmNlLz9sb2Nscj1lYW5jbyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzExMTUuODU2NzAwMTEifQ.aAe-7ob6lWeUKhhBgb9oZp7xNjGknnTqjDdx7oYmwdc%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F230802355371-l&data=05%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7Cffdf8aca4a4f470c5a7108dbe5e9699e%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638356562909806486%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0yf1N6imqSkCsTkyi%2BJvQNn6Ird0w5DJbY4TfXehGHE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNvcHlyaWdodC5nb3YvcnVsZW1ha2luZy9tbWEtdGVybWluYXRpb24vIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTExNi44NTc3NzM4MSJ9.PHtIPLuNyBQEWNmhDwO0KCHWlsrn57NeN2olsR2VWyg%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F231008847009-l&data=05%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C5676311c279346c0ae7608dbe6f4eb90%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638357711843282495%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9qFHp9%2F0jmqLX%2B6UWQTdNXTlvSV%2F%2B5IrMRYID%2BDFUVs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNvcHlyaWdodC5nb3YvcnVsZW1ha2luZy9tbWEtdGVybWluYXRpb24vIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTExNi44NTc3NzM4MSJ9.PHtIPLuNyBQEWNmhDwO0KCHWlsrn57NeN2olsR2VWyg%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F231008847009-l&data=05%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C5676311c279346c0ae7608dbe6f4eb90%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638357711843282495%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9qFHp9%2F0jmqLX%2B6UWQTdNXTlvSV%2F%2B5IrMRYID%2BDFUVs%3D&reserved=0
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• On November 29, the US Copyright Office (USCO) announced that over the summer they 

surpassed one million card catalog records digitized with searchable metadata and added 

them to the Office’s Copyright Public Records System (CPRS) pilot. According to the 

announcement, the inclusion of digitized card catalog records with searchable metadata is a 

huge step forward for the Office’s modernization journey. In total, the entire card catalog 

contains over forty million cards, covering the period from 1870 through 1977. Read more 

here. 

 

 

 

IV. Industry Updates: 

 

• On November 20, Reuters reported that France, Germany, and Italy have reached an 

agreement on how artificial intelligence should be regulated. The article states that the three 

governments support "mandatory self-regulation through codes of conduct" for so-called 

foundation models of AI, which are designed to produce a broad range of outputs. "Together 

we underline that the AI Act regulates the application of AI and not the technology as such," 

the joint paper said. "The inherent risks lie in the application of AI systems rather than in the 

technology itself." Read more here. 

 

• On November 21, Variety reported that performing rights organization BMI had been 

officially sold to a New Mountain Capital-led shareholder group and is expected to close by 

the end of the first quarter of 2024. Mike O’Neill, BMI’s president & CEO, will continue to 

lead the company, along with his leadership team, following the closing, according to the 

announcement. However, New Mountain will need shareholder approval in order to acquire 

the company. According to Variety, terms of the deal were not disclosed, but New Mountain 

announced that BMI’s current shareholders will allocate $100 million of the sale’s proceeds 

to songwriters and publishers affiliates “in recognition of [their] creativity.” The payout will 

follow BMI’s distribution model: “The allocation of those funds, while not a distribution of 

royalties, will be in keeping with the company’s distribution methodologies, which are based 

on performance levels over a set period of time. Read more here. 

 

• On November 27, Reuters reported that the United States, Britain and more than a dozen 

other countries signed a detailed international agreement on how to keep AI “secure by 

design.” While the agreement is non-binding, the director of the U.S. Cybersecurity and 

Infrastructure Security Agency, Jen Easterly, emphasized the importance of the idea that AI 

systems need to put safety first. "This is the first time that we have seen an affirmation that 

these capabilities should not just be about cool features and how quickly we can get them to 

market or how we can compete to drive down costs," Easterly told Reuters, saying the 

guidelines represent "an agreement that the most important thing that needs to be done at the 

design phase is security." In addition to the United States and Britain, the 18 countries that 

signed on to the new guidelines include Germany, Italy, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Poland, 

Australia, Chile, Israel, Nigeria, and Singapore. Read more here.  
 

https://blogs.loc.gov/copyright/2023/11/over-one-million-card-catalog-records-digitized-in-copyright-public-records-system-pilot/?loclr=eacop
https://www.reuters.com/technology/germany-france-italy-reach-agreement-future-ai-regulation-2023-11-18/
https://variety.com/2023/music/news/bmi-sold-new-mountain-capital-1235804157/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/us-britain-other-countries-ink-agreement-make-ai-secure-by-design-2023-11-27/

