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I.  Congressional Updates:  

 

• On Wednesday May 1, Senators Chris Coons (D-DE), 

Thom Tillis (R-NC) along with Representatives Darrell Issa 

(R-CA) and Jake Auchincloss (D-MA) sent a letter to the 

Government Accountability Office (GAO) requesting a 

study on the potential impact of the National Institute of 

Standards and Technology's (NIST) proposed framework 

for exercising march-in rights under the Bayh-Dole Act. 

The proposed framework, which includes considering 

"reasonable pricing" as a factor for exercising march-in 

rights, has raised concerns about its potential impact on 

drug prices, U.S. innovation, and national interests. Various 

stakeholders, including trade associations, advocacy 

groups, universities, and businesses, have opposed the draft 

framework, expressing concerns about its potential negative 

consequences for innovation and the economy.  The letter 

requests the study to assess the economic impact, potential 

effects, clarity for licensees and investors, and expectations 

of stakeholders regarding the draft framework saying, "We 

are concerned that implementing the draft framework is 

likely to have negative consequences for U.S. innovation 

and global competitiveness, the public-private partnerships 

that the Bayh-Dole Act created, and the U.S.  economy." 

 

• On Tuesday, May 7, 2024, the House Judiciary 

Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the 

Internet held a hearing titled "Intellectual Property: 

Enforcement Activities by the Executive Branch.” The 

hearing examined enforcement of intellectual property (IP) 

in the U.S., with a focus on agencies and U.S. government 

entities charged with IP enforcement-related tasks. Overall, 

the hearing focused on the enforcement of intellectual 

property laws by the executive branch, with particular 
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concern over the Biden administration's approach and the significant economic losses 

attributed to inadequate enforcement, especially due to counterfeit goods predominantly 

originating from China. Witnesses from various agencies discussed their roles in IP 

enforcement, the challenges posed by e-commerce and small package shipments, and the 

importance of international cooperation and resource allocation to combat IP theft 

effectively. A full summary from ACG can be provided upon request.  
 

• On Wednesday May 8, the House Committee on Appropriations Subcommittee on 

Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies held a budget hearing to discuss the 

Department of Commerce’s proposed budget for FY25, totaling $11.4 billion in discretionary 

funding and $4 billion in mandatory funding. This request represents a 6% increase over the 

previous year. The budget allocates resources to various initiatives, including trade 

enforcement, manufacturing technology innovation, and economic development. Overall, the 

discussion covered a wide range of topics, including national security, workforce 

development, technology, trade, and infrastructure. Secretary Gina Raimondo and committee 

members engaged in detailed discussions on various aspects of the Department's budget 

proposal and its implications for American competitiveness and security. Of note, many 

Representatives raised concerns about AI-related issues, including content authenticity and 

watermarking, deepfakes, and the protection of intellectual property. A full summary from 

ACG can be provided upon request.   

  

 

II. Administration Updates 

 

• On Tuesday, May 7, the Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR) announced 

that Neil Beck will serve as Acting Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for World Trade 

Organization (WTO) and Multilateral Affairs. Mr. Beck previously served as Deputy Assistant 

U.S. Trade Representative in the same office. “Our multilateral work is as crucial as ever as 

we tackle the shared challenges of today’s global economy and work to ensure our institutions 

adapt to them,” said United States Trade Representative Katherine Tai. “The U.S. remains 

steadfast in our commitment to finding collaborative solutions that work for economies of all 

sizes through multilateral fora. Mr. Beck is an experienced trade professional who is well-

equipped to serve the U.S. in this capacity, and I look forward to working with him to further 

this mission.” According to the press release, the USTR's WTO & Multilateral Affairs 

(WAMA) office has overall responsibility for trade negotiations and policy coordination 

regarding matters before the WTO, the Group of Seven (G7), the Group of 20 (G20), and the 

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). Read more here. 

 

 

III. USCO Updates: 

 

• On April 30, all 13 members of the Copyright Public Modernization Committee (CPMC) sent 

a letter to Register Perlmutter of the U.S. Copyright Office (USCO) “to get an update on the 

status of the reauthorization of the CPMC and to request a meeting.” The letter voiced concerns 

over the delay of the publication of the notice to reauthorize the CPMC and the Office’s 

announcement that “there will not be a meeting for [at least] one whole year.” The letter also 

stated that CPMC members think it would be best to “hold meetings…once each quarter.” On 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2F00f3f5fdbb65%2Fustr-announces-neil-beck-as-acting-assistant-us-trade-representative-for-wto-and-multilateral-affairs%3Fe%3Dc1384cddf2&data=05%7C02%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C15e81c665b894b64021a08dc6e96dd14%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638506841473091515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OpnfofEOSVpldXR7EQTaYpJs5R4Um%2F%2BAGW6EwdI%2B%2BKI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnrd8epvab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001bhIfSiSPlERMZyH5C3DEBSPGFbv6-KYlcGIjzSR_1x2oq9sgp9bD4Xb11ypxl1G81PzB0OK4ZF5zSJgcLEOFHLkjXuH3bet5M6krnqqlQqaWqKFHro1aL-JwkGhlXIViV31jLawZg1BFXf7RvsMyAW0nluQaBEamwKmNpPQhzfAwRhoov5rWofkaWKJ-ijdVKqh2Eq35ve3WlTfg_fMqQA1DprZZhXsmPoqnbCEwBbWjE6_dxmNo8n6ggC_VSL5oKssz24J_9aY%3D%26c%3DzTukfT9R5Rz1C5CEubyrVmWywlOT_qqo4deR95W2kBRroURSjsm3Vg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxgPBogasprltyQSSaOLejXhifnxHjelfl8T50p2HDVMpDxrpffMq8Q%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7Cefea3dcadd8b41b55f3a08dc710b1200%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638509539693272369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Du1fjPWuPvHnTUQ8CsDOau4lmBXO%2Bkibh58UQwu%2B7mY%3D&reserved=0
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May 7, Register Perlmutter responded in a letter, stating that the CPMC will be renewed after 

new members of the committee have been selected later this year; and the committee will then 

hold a meeting to discuss a “number of issues, including the coverage and frequency of CPMC 

meetings.” Three days later, the Library of Congress issued a notice reauthorizing the CPMC 

for an additional term. To apply to become a CPMC member, please email cpmc@loc.gov, 

and include a CV and statement of interest. Applications must be submitted by June 18. 

 

• On Thursday May 30, the U.S. Copyright Office (USCO) will hold its next webinar to keep 

the public updated on the Office’s optimized Recordation System. Separate from the Office’s 

registration application, the new recordation module allows users to electronically transfer 

their copyrights to someone else. The webinars will “cover announcements about the module, 

important reminders, frequently asked questions, and a live Q&A session.” Anyone interested 

in attending may join the session. For additional information and to register, please click here. 

 

• In January, the U.S. Copyright Office issued a notification of inquiry seeking public comments 

regarding its periodic review of the designations of the mechanical licensing collective and 

digital licensee coordinator. Initial submissions from the existing designees must be received 

on April 1, 2024. Initial public comments must be received on May 29, 2024. Reply public 

comments must be received on June 28, 2024. Reply submissions from the existing designees 

must be received on July 29, 2024. More details are available on the rulemaking's webpage 

here. 

 

 

IV. Industry Updates: 

• On May 1, Microsoft published its first Responsible AI Transparency Report. Among the 

report’s key takeaways, Microsoft says that the document is intended to “share how we build 

generative applications responsibly, how we make decisions about releasing our generative 

applications, how we support our customers as they build their own AI applications, and how 

we learn and evolve our responsible AI program.” It also states that Microsoft has “launched 

30 responsible AI tools that include more than 100 features to support customers’ responsible 

AI development,” and that the company has “invested in mandatory training for all employees 

to increase the adoption of responsible AI practices.” Read the full report here.  

  

• On Monday, May 6, POLITICO reported that new polling shows Americans favor AI data 

regulation. A recent poll conducted by the Artificial Intelligence Policy Institute indicates a 

growing concern among Americans regarding the training practices of AI companies and their 

energy consumption. The majority of respondents expressed the view that AI firms should not 

have unrestricted access to public data and should compensate data creators. Additionally, a 

significant portion of respondents favored regulations on the use of public data for training AI 

models. There was also support for the idea of imposing a special tax on electricity for AI 

companies to support the upgrade of electrical grid infrastructure. Furthermore, opinions on 

the Biden administration's proposed funding for the AI Safety Institute showed a partisan 

divide, with Democrats more supportive than Republicans. The poll also revealed shifts in 

attitudes toward AI's impact on employment, particularly after exposure to generative AI 

music. College-educated respondents, in particular, showed an increase in concern about AI's 

potential to replace human jobs. Read more here. 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnrd8epvab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001bhIfSiSPlERMZyH5C3DEBSPGFbv6-KYlcGIjzSR_1x2oq9sgp9bD4Xb11ypxl1G8gDhniIAyi-WPQQKXgWF8oI5rLd1Ruzz0i-QILhQrYVPkWty9mIF5GPeF-wkQFdYoan6F7SrOIAvPB2l3KWo-JYH83DlvTSI70z4uXi1mfMwkzstwMUdfNLzFKN9-wQ57_cPtOoojRQqrHNyLJkmq5J1SOmXhMW_qKZA5VXy8vaD4aH47bFPmGA%3D%3D%26c%3DzTukfT9R5Rz1C5CEubyrVmWywlOT_qqo4deR95W2kBRroURSjsm3Vg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxgPBogasprltyQSSaOLejXhifnxHjelfl8T50p2HDVMpDxrpffMq8Q%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7Cefea3dcadd8b41b55f3a08dc710b1200%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638509539693280042%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iqIzfrdcdNOE724RV8F2bm1WCdM9f%2FYMh26RAKf8tpw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnrd8epvab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001bhIfSiSPlERMZyH5C3DEBSPGFbv6-KYlcGIjzSR_1x2oq9sgp9bD4Xb11ypxl1G8UoBNGkwMe7Uk4G6uFyLN_qnC8je2nv2Nov8kkaH_-wX4XmSl-5dGy4vZK9YqoQauhTgme-5-66wq5M0bcJafjhdnGsXMtnKtUbYDI2Ka5cOfTVMqJo8MFELX8qqCFUvW_Nnk6laKG20%3D%26c%3DzTukfT9R5Rz1C5CEubyrVmWywlOT_qqo4deR95W2kBRroURSjsm3Vg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxgPBogasprltyQSSaOLejXhifnxHjelfl8T50p2HDVMpDxrpffMq8Q%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7Cefea3dcadd8b41b55f3a08dc710b1200%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638509539693287566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VcDSZ%2Bil9C6mWLGOkvxvrQz3dWBYP0xDl%2FGIgtQjf2w%3D&reserved=0
mailto:cpmc@loc.gov
https://nrd8epvab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AvI3VV8d9O1zMaphAjznQ4gD564BQUCtcXl_V-RHEVdzOmsoOJkqeObJtCETgTl8rr-q_bno8qlxC2ckgG00DZaF4kdu_MaIaClz9JdeQqGqS7pOrwhsFs744O9n__UY8yicO3AufUBday5G8JAefQA_u6AskRJBkea30pYezihfCVm4_Qz0mDrPR3FoyVXJOon0ryKLuoiLWFpB9ukj8A==&c=AQCdufhffcN7554yYTrDAxfMDIGVejJ3QJqypipd8saG4ldfehPBJA==&ch=9J5EbvbhZv6dLfzkiBKIg11zY4qRTziX6M_t3Xjx-7d50cyZG5p50Q==
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY29weXJpZ2h0Lmdvdi9ydWxlbWFraW5nL21tYS1kZXNpZ25hdGlvbnMvMjAyNC8_bG9jbHI9ZWFuY28iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMTMwLjg5MzcxODcxIn0.VStZ8O1ugMa7WjcMDyVYTFZHLlLJnXNaqEMn10i3_Ls%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F236221532427-l&data=05%7C02%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C2c8b6b8e76a14ca042fa08dc21c532b7%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638422378072781360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fsmcZuxRE4EIcicoWJVthQSq%2Fe%2B9mMjy4cZwDie8Vt0%3D&reserved=0
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/query.prod.cms.rt.microsoft.com/cms/api/am/binary/RW1l5BO
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/digital-future-daily/2024/05/06/exclusive-poll-americans-favor-ai-data-regulation-00156350
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• On Monday, May 6, Axios reported that librarians are mounting a fierce state-by-state battle 

against the high prices they pay for e-book licensing. Publishers typically require libraries to 

renew the license to each e-book every two years, or after 26 loans — policies that libraries 

call prohibitively expensive. The Association of American Publishers (AAP) argues that it 

must protect the rights of copyright owners —  authors and publishers— to be fairly 

compensated for their work. Read more here. 

 

• On Tuesday, May 7, the Special Competitive Studies Project (SCSP) and the Council for 

Innovation Promotion (C4IP) co-hosted a Fireside Chat titled AI and IP: Can AI Generated 

Creations and Inventions be Protected? Shira Perlmutter, Register of Copyrights and Director 

of the U.S. Copyright Office, alongside Andrei Iancu, Partner at Sullivan & Cromwell and 

former USPTO Director, spoke about the implications of AI on patents and copyrights and on 

U.S. innovation and competitiveness. The discussion was moderated by Rama Elluru, Senior 

Director for Society & Intellectual Property at SCSP. For additional information click here. 

 

• On Tuesday, May 7, Reuters reported that OpenAI is launching a tool to detect images created 

by its text-to-image generator DALL-E 3. The company said the tool correctly identified 

images created by DALL-E 3 about 98% of the time in internal testing and can handle common 

modifications such as compression, cropping and saturation changes with minimal impact. The 

ChatGPT creator also plans to add tamper-resistant watermarking to mark digital content such 

as photos or audio with a signal that should be hard to remove. Read more here.  

 

• On Tuesday May 7, TechCrunch reported that OpenAI is developing a tool to let creators better 

control how their content is issued in training generative AI. Called Media Manager, the new 

tool will allow creators and content owners to identify their works to OpenAI and specify how 

they want those works to be included or excluded from AI research and training. According to 

the article, Open AI’s goal is to have the tool in place by 2025, as the company works with 

“creators, content owners and regulators” toward a standard. Read more here. 

 

• On May 7, it was announced that veteran intellectual property (IP) protection and enforcement 

executives Steve Francis and Jan van Voorn have launched IP House, “a private sector 

company founded to support organizations in combating IP theft and defending their 

innovations from illicit trade.” Backed by a U.S.-based investment firm, IP House incorporates 

the best-in-class investigative teams and is supported by proprietary tech platforms, which 

enable it “to deliver proactive, end-to-end intellectual property protection at scale, addressing 

threats more completely than the industry’s patchwork of vendors can do.” Francis is serving 

as Executive Chairman of IP House following a 25-year career in federal law enforcement 

leadership positions; and van Voorn is the organization’s CEO following leading global 

content protection for the Motion Picture Association (MPA). 

 

• On Thursday, May 9, The Hollywood Reporter published an article stating that the U.S. 

Supreme Court has endorsed open-ended recovery of damages for copyright infringement, 

ruling that music producer Sherman Nealy can pursue over a decade’s worth of damages for 

an unlicensed sample of his work by Flo Rida in his 2008 tune “In the Ayer.” The finding, in 

a 6-3 ruling, could expand the scope of damages in cases in which plaintiffs were previously 

barred from recovering money for infringement that occurred more than three years before the 

filing of a lawsuit. “There is no time limit on monetary recovery,” wrote justice Elena Kagan 

in the majority opinion. “So a copyright owner possessing a timely claim for infringement is 

https://www.publishersweekly.com/binary-data/ARTICLE_ATTACHMENT/file/000/004/4857-1.pdf
https://www.axios.com/newsletters/axios-whats-next-c95ea6d0-094d-11ef-8072-e58ac6eea0e6.html?chunk=1&utm_term=emshare#story1
https://nrd8epvab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AvI3VV8d9O1zMaphAjznQ4gD564BQUCtcXl_V-RHEVdzOmsoOJkqeKrZtFZ8ydaZiAI_RHEMiA9HGrZDgvqQFu_ujjPffSpvrlCVdWEbMtRDJmQXxLK-9dMPRSejwnyepJINywO8QUktiByEAJgzCjKCSrPi6eIJtE2S7-BHwHc2YcFrzqG6ov4aE7z789KOLdoSldVZHbqkrBCF7mmGx0GsXjgeX2glDNuyZZc9TXy-cC01NVF2pA==&c=AQCdufhffcN7554yYTrDAxfMDIGVejJ3QJqypipd8saG4ldfehPBJA==&ch=9J5EbvbhZv6dLfzkiBKIg11zY4qRTziX6M_t3Xjx-7d50cyZG5p50Q==
https://www.reuters.com/technology/openai-launch-tool-detect-images-created-by-dall-e-3-2024-05-07/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=Technology-Roundup&utm_term=050724&user_email=3a259dd7948fa5cf81748fd59fbfdb0cdc19448cf6f4bf505f19cde98578e9d3
https://techcrunch.com/2024/05/07/openai-says-its-building-a-tool-to-let-content-creators-opt-out-of-ai-training/?utm_source=news.futureparty.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=university-of-issa-rae
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entitled to damages, no matter when the infringement occurred.” The ruling also reinforces the 

significance of securing licenses since the court clarified that there’s open-ended copyright 

infringement liability. Read more here. 

 

• On Tuesday May 21, the Society of Composers & Lyricists (SCL), in partnership with the 

Songwriters Guild of America (SGA), and the New York Songwriters Collective, will host 

Songwriters Night in NYC. Additional information is available here. 

https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/business/business-news/supreme-court-copyright-infringement-damages-case-warner-music-1235895383/#recipient_hashed=3a259dd7948fa5cf81748fd59fbfdb0cdc19448cf6f4bf505f19cde98578e9d3&recipient_salt=44b86a45cc341bf0e4a54672d3b92bed408f33e80b1cb0325e520de4d3612f9d
https://nrd8epvab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AvI3VV8d9O1zMaphAjznQ4gD564BQUCtcXl_V-RHEVdzOmsoOJkqeErRI7iSrpmuFCribvn1i3b7FkiwpZpQoxXQN2tU2xDhrzXHnoAGuT8LNFkiIf56U1FxYfrUvDx4jv16HHovROmgztLU3NBwuSL3PZ_t5HBq3u8o845y6eu3L89GOV5C86hqyjsQrhqYyjIJEhfvyUfwc9l_3jHV7cUSpUN0PpO1LqqKB1BBNFgkGmxmTkh5bjjEtrqar5m6n7Ib_uoQsJZnIrpl41-PPEsJb0hNHfi_&c=AQCdufhffcN7554yYTrDAxfMDIGVejJ3QJqypipd8saG4ldfehPBJA==&ch=9J5EbvbhZv6dLfzkiBKIg11zY4qRTziX6M_t3Xjx-7d50cyZG5p50Q==

