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I.  Congressional Updates:  

 
• Last week, Republican Study Committee Chairman Kevin 

Hern (OK-01) and RSC National Security Task Force 

Chairman Joe Wilson (SC-02) introduced HR 7476, the 

Countering Communist China Act. The bill aims to protect 

the national security, economic interests, and democratic 

values of the United States and its allies and partners from 

the malign influence and theft of the CCP. The bill contains 

13 titles that outline various measures, such as imposing 

sanctions, enhancing oversight, strengthening alliances, 

promoting research and development, and protecting 

intellectual property. A one-pager on the Countering 

Communist China Act can be found here. The bill text for 

HR 7476 is here. 

 

• In the recently released $436 billion spending package, 

Congress plans to allocate up to $10 million to the National 

Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) within the 

Department of Commerce, to establish the US AI Safety 

Institute which will develop guidelines on training, testing, 

safety, and security for AI models for public use. Read 

more here. 

 

• On Wednesday March 6, the House Judiciary 

Subcommittee on Crime and Federal Government 

Surveillance held a hearing titled, “A Voice for the 

Voiceless – CSAM Identification.” Overall, the hearing 

examined joint efforts among federal, state, international 

entities, and non-government partners in the identification 

and rescue of CSAM (Child Sex Abuse Materials) victims. 

Witnesses shared their experiences and insights on the 

issue, emphasizing the importance of victim-centered 

approaches and the need for more resources and funding to 
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-api.wordpress.com%2Fbar%2F%3Fstat%3Dgroovemails-events%26bin%3Dwpcom_email_click%26redirect_to%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fhughstephensblog.net%252F2024%252F02%252F26%252Fwhat-does-fair-use-and-fair-dealing-mean-in-an-age-of-artificial-intelligence-ai%252F%26sr%3D0%26signature%3D58a9dc7597962a2d4b156a6cbd6451bf%26blog_id%3D105437574%26user%3D1c618b72334dfb13bdd94479ba404cb9%26_e%%%26_z%3Dz&data=05%7C02%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7Ce74a80b0f6ae4ee701e008dc375987b0%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638446104908812063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0dZC8ilnU
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-api.wordpress.com%2Fbar%2F%3Fstat%3Dgroovemails-events%26bin%3Dwpcom_email_click%26redirect_to%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fhughstephensblog.net%252F2024%252F02%252F26%252Fwhat-does-fair-use-and-fair-dealing-mean-in-an-age-of-artificial-intelligence-ai%252F%26sr%3D0%26signature%3D58a9dc7597962a2d4b156a6cbd6451bf%26blog_id%3D105437574%26user%3D1c618b72334dfb13bdd94479ba404cb9%26_e%%%26_z%3Dz&data=05%7C02%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7Ce74a80b0f6ae4ee701e008dc375987b0%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638446104908812063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0dZC8ilnU
https://variety.com/2024/politics/news/president-biden-ban-ai-voices-state-of-the-union-1235934651/
https://variety.com/2024/politics/news/president-biden-ban-ai-voices-state-of-the-union-1235934651/
https://variety.com/2024/politics/news/president-biden-ban-ai-voices-state-of-the-union-1235934651/
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support these efforts. Members expressed strong bipartisan support for empowering law 

enforcement to act. Of note, participants discussed concerns regarding tech companies and 

whether they shoulder responsibility for the proliferation of CSAM. Participants 

acknowledged the use of AI for nefarious purposes while also emphasizing the crucial and 

positive role that AI plays in examining CSAM and identifying victims. Numerous bills were 

mentioned, including: The REPORT Act, the Child Online Safety Modernization Act, the 

Trafficking Survivors Relief Act, the End Child Exploitation Act, and the Project Safe 

Childhood Act. The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) and the Protect 

Our Children Reauthorization Act were also discussed. A full memo from ACG can be 

provided upon request.  

 

• On Wednesday March 6, Reps. Rashida Tlaib (D-MI) and Jamaal Bowman (D-NY) 

introduced the Living Wage for Musicians Act. According to the press release, the bill would 

create a new streaming royalty, with the aim to compensate artists and musicians more fairly 

at a penny per stream when their music plays on streaming services. The full text of the bill is 

available here. The full press release is here.  

 

• On Thursday, March 7, the Protecting Americans From Foreign Adversary Controlled 

Applications Act, advanced out of the House Energy and Commerce Committee with 

unanimous consent (50-0). The bill is expected to receive a floor vote after Speaker Johnson 

voiced his support for it stating, “I support the bill being marked up by the Energy & 

Commerce committee. It’s an important bipartisan measure to take on China, our largest 

geopolitical foe, which is actively undermining our economy and security.” According to The 

Hill the White House also called the bill “important and welcome,” but did not endorse it. 

Read more here. 

 

II. Administration Updates 

 

• At the end of last week the Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR) released 

President Biden’s 2024 Trade Policy Agenda and 2023 Annual Report to Congress. 

Ambassador Katherine Tai stated, “The 2024 Trade Policy Agenda and 2023 Annual Report 

include key accomplishments and priorities to realize this vision.  We are creating new and 

innovative trade arrangements with our allies and partners, enforcing existing ones, and 

bringing more diverse voices to the table—to drive inclusive economic growth for more 

people across our society.” Read the full report here and the press release here.  

 

• Last week, Congressman Richard Neal (D-MA-01), House Ways and Means Committee 

Ranking Member, and Congresswoman Suzan DelBene (D-WA-01), Co-Chair of the Digital 

Trade Caucus applauded U.S. Trade Representative Katherine Tai’s leadership in 

accomplishing an extension of the e-commerce moratorium at the World Trade 

Organization’s (WTO) Thirteenth Ministerial Conference (MC13). Rep. Neal stated, “United 

States Trade Representative Katherine Tai continues to steadfastly represent the United 

States and was instrumental in the renewal of WTO’s long-standing e-commerce moratorium 

that supports global business growth. I commend Ambassador Tai for her commitment to our 

trade priorities: strengthening transparency, modernizing the WTO, and reforming the 

dispute settlement system.” Rep. Delbene stated, “I commend U.S. Trade Representative 

Katherine Tai and the rest of the Biden administration’s strong leadership at the WTO on 

delivering a key victory for American workers and our economy. The renewal of this 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5082
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5182?s=1&r=5
https://fry.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=392
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/6246?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22end+child+exploitation+act%22%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1170
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1170
https://d12t4t5x3vyizu.cloudfront.net/tlaib.house.gov/uploads/2024/03/Living-Wage-for-Musicians-Act_Final-Text.pdf
https://tlaib.house.gov/posts/tlaib-introduces-living-wage-for-musicians-act
https://thehill.com/policy/technology/4517020-house-panel-unanimously-advances-bipartisan-bill-that-could-ban-tiktok/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fustr.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Db58f12c4da47019d98a1e84ef%26id%3D74c83aafcc%26e%3Dc1384cddf2&data=05%7C02%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C394101d065124801b8b708dc3a25eceb%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C1%7C638449181806804383%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R05AYix3ds5oFtPbiZ9tz41EjeRRPGfBZpJTzz%2Fypvo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2F10157e97dcb3%2Fembargoed-ustr-releases-president-bidens-2024-trade-policy-agenda-and-2023-annual-report-16101144%3Fe%3Dc1384cddf2&data=05%7C02%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C394101d065124801b8b708dc3a25eceb%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C1%7C638449181806796408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V03waMlNZO7d3inQ0RJTBHlwMQX5O2%2BQuDDNko%2BZlIg%3D&reserved=0
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longstanding tariff prohibition will ensure Americans are protected from new fees on 

products from music streaming and video game downloads to emails and text messages to 

friends and family abroad. This agreement will also enable businesses of all sizes in 

Washington and across our country to continue to reach new customers outside our borders.” 

Read more here. Ambassador Tai’s statement on MC13 can be viewed here. 

 

III. USCO Updates: 

 

• On Friday, March 8, the U.S. Copyright Office joined with national and regional intellectual 

property offices from around the world as well as the World Intellectual Property 

Organization (WIPO) to issue a support of women creators and innovators. The complete 

joint statement can be found here, and more information about U.S. Copyright research on 

women in the copyright system can be found here.  

 

• On Thursday, March 7, the U.S. Copyright Office sent an invitation for the public to register 

for the upcoming online webinar, “Copyright Essentials: Copyright Myths Explained” on 

March 27, 2024, at 1:00 p.m. eastern time. The office will plan to discuss what is and is not 

true when it comes to copyright, copyright basics, functions of the Copyright Office, and 

additional educational resources. Speakers will include Jessica Chinnadurai and Laura Kaiser 

from the Office of Public Information and Education. Those interested can register to attend 

here.  

 

• In February, the U.S. Copyright Office published a notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) 

proposing to create a new group registration option for two-dimensional artwork. The new 

option, which will be known as “GR2D,” would allow applicants to register up to ten 

pictorial or graphic works which are created by the same author/copyright claimant published 

within a 30-day time period. The proposed filing fee for this new option is $85. Comments 

are due to the Copyright Office by April 1. 

 

• In January, the US Copyright Office issued a notification of inquiry seeking public comments 

regarding its periodic review of the designations of the mechanical licensing collective and 

digital licensee coordinator. Initial submissions from the existing designees must be received 

on April 1, 2024. Initial public comments must be received on May 29, 2024. Reply public 

comments must be received on June 28, 2024. Reply submissions from the existing designees 

must be received on July 29, 2024. More details are available on the rulemaking's webpage 

here. 

 

 

IV. Industry Updates: 

• On Wednesday, March 6, CNBC reported that Shane Jones, an AI engineer at Microsoft who 

has been red-teaming the AI image generator Copilot Designer, sent a letter to Federal Trade 

Commission Chair Lina Khan, and another to Microsoft’s board of directors after months of 

his warnings and safety concerns went unanswered. While testing the OpenAI model that 

powers Copilot’s image generator Jones said, “There were not very many limits on what that 

model was capable of. That was the first time that I had an insight into what the training 

dataset probably was, and the lack of cleaning of that training dataset.” According to CNBC 

https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2024/march/icymi-ustr-secures-extension-e-commerce-moratorium-mc13
https://ustr.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b58f12c4da47019d98a1e84ef&id=70ddaadc2b&e=b6e5eb9019
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnVzcHRvLmdvdi9zaXRlcy9kZWZhdWx0L2ZpbGVzL2RvY3VtZW50cy9JbnRsLVdvbWVuc0RheS0yMDI0LWpvaW50LXN0YXRlbWVudC5wZGY_bG9jbHI9ZWFuY28iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMzA4LjkxNTA4MTcxIn0.7OPgJec3-Ct2_bgiWEMa4m7vza5oRsx6koGTCnsRIMg%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F238483922880-l&data=05%7C02%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C2726b7f6e60d455ff76508dc3f88b32f%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C1%7C638455103571892308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cuqxo1f4eacmwNDhXMFtoYLx6iLO3IdVUjQiPG4d3Wc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY29weXJpZ2h0Lmdvdi9lY29ub21pYy1yZXNlYXJjaC8_bG9jbHI9ZWFuY28iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMzA4LjkxNTA4MTcxIn0.u6CKKDjjGW1Tx6YJV--W4rc19zhEqakmjmqb7PzW9PI%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F238483922880-l&data=05%7C02%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C2726b7f6e60d455ff76508dc3f88b32f%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C1%7C638455103571900624%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=moiXClA%2FJ0pnCeC6FqrVNI42ZJ9wKqojXaB1s3XfZmM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vbG9jLnpvb21nb3YuY29tL3dlYmluYXIvcmVnaXN0ZXIvV05faXZnRFhpdWdSdnVCeXdJQU5Fd1pMZyMvcmVnaXN0cmF0aW9uP2xvY2xyPWVhbmNvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDMwNy45MTQ2NTA5MSJ9.FM2HampK92F_x_Sv2osnR6sbnCGLgLS5kXxvuFpaZWg%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F238453334455-l&data=05%7C02%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7Cfb3133abb1984c3e602f08dc3ef06cd3%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638454449567040375%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ity64t3fjEn%2Bo%2BggxUdsNOw0yNq1wboWFyISIFzQkMg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-inspection.federalregister.gov%2F2024-03063.pdf%3Futm_campaign%3Dpi%2Bsubscription%2Bmailing%2Blist%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dfederalregister.gov&data=05%7C02%7CLynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C9033c7ae2e944eeb2a8f08dc2e4b9d1d%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C1%7C638436149502011030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8j%2BTGeydB3NqI9Kt21VFmKzAC%2FxFDKK%2FzMz4hC8DXJg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY29weXJpZ2h0Lmdvdi9ydWxlbWFraW5nL21tYS1kZXNpZ25hdGlvbnMvMjAyNC8_bG9jbHI9ZWFuY28iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMTMwLjg5MzcxODcxIn0.VStZ8O1ugMa7WjcMDyVYTFZHLlLJnXNaqEMn10i3_Ls%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F236221532427-l&data=05%7C02%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C2c8b6b8e76a14ca042fa08dc21c532b7%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C638422378072781360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fsmcZuxRE4EIcicoWJVthQSq%2Fe%2B9mMjy4cZwDie8Vt0%3D&reserved=0
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copyright concerns are also at play as the Copilot tool produced images of “Disney 

characters, such as Elsa from “Frozen,” Snow White, Mickey Mouse, and Star Wars 

characters, potentially violating both copyright laws and Microsoft’s policies. Images viewed 

by CNBC include an Elsa-branded handgun, Star Wars-branded Bud Light cans and Snow 

White’s likeness on a vape.” Jones reiterated, “I am certainly convinced that this is not just a 

copyright character guardrail that’s failing, but there’s a more substantial guardrail that’s 

failing,” Read more here.  

https://www.cnbc.com/2024/03/06/microsoft-ai-engineer-says-copilot-designer-creates-disturbing-images.html

