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I.  Congressional Updates:  

• With Sen. Manchin’s (D-WV) stance on the Build Back 

Better Act, Democrats are scrambling to put together a 

“passable” bill early in the new year. If they are able to 

broker a deal, it would be on a must smaller package. 

However, certain provisions of interest could still be 

included in a smaller package, including the creation of an 

Federal Trade Commission (FTC) data privacy bureau, 

increased funding for antitrust enforcement at DOJ and 

FTC, investments in broadband infrastructure and 

affordability, and upgrading 911 call centers, to name a 

few. 

• Shortly before the holiday break, Revolving Door Project 

sent a letter to Democratic leadership requesting that Rep. 

Zoe Lofgren recuse (D-CA) herself from oversight of the 

Justice Department and FTC because of her financial 

investments in tech companies and her daughter’s 

employment at Google. The full letter can be found here. 

Rep. Lofgren defended herself in a statement saying, “It is 

sad, yet telling, when outside groups and/or colleagues turn 

to personal attacks and fear-based tactics when they cannot 

advance a policy matter.” She continued, “When it comes 

to tech policy, I share the same desire as many of my 

colleagues to reform digital markets and increase 

competition, however, most of the bills that passed the 

House Judiciary Committee back in June are poorly-

drafted, extreme and go beyond legitimate, real-world 

concerns with big tech companies.”   

• On December 22, GOP lawmakers in the House wrote 

letters asking five federal agencies how they are spending 

broadband funding that Congress has provided over the last 

year. In one letter, they urged the FCC to work quickly to 
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https://therevolvingdoorproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Letter-Regarding-Congresswoman-Lofgrens-Conflict-of-Interest-on-Google.pdf
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Da4024373fd2cdadd82a28413165c0fa42436accc074371af0ce3552c594e52a956dadf361da5919dd42a159dd4765167&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C746e99ff23624578a29208d9c6253bf9%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637758685500662986%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=M8ud23%2FoNrPoXTlY5EKb51zjbxeOVUwBqFCCb28%2Bnf8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhughstephensblog.net%2F2021%2F12%2F21%2Fsome-copyright-highlights-in-2021-around-the-world-and-in-canada%25EF%25BF%25BC%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C16ed28478e244273e32708d9c4b81494%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637757117179088436%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=rY21YKeObgmLpysbOA9%2BYsMbjGHACD1JRV%2B2zG0dnZA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhughstephensblog.net%2F2021%2F12%2F21%2Fsome-copyright-highlights-in-2021-around-the-world-and-in-canada%25EF%25BF%25BC%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C16ed28478e244273e32708d9c4b81494%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637757117179088436%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=rY21YKeObgmLpysbOA9%2BYsMbjGHACD1JRV%2B2zG0dnZA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhughstephensblog.net%2F2021%2F12%2F21%2Fsome-copyright-highlights-in-2021-around-the-world-and-in-canada%25EF%25BF%25BC%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C16ed28478e244273e32708d9c4b81494%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637757117179088436%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=rY21YKeObgmLpysbOA9%2BYsMbjGHACD1JRV%2B2zG0dnZA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhughstephensblog.net%2F2022%2F01%2F04%2Fwhat-lies-ahead-for-canada-in-2022-from-a-copyright-and-content-perspective%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C8dc38569688b4d4d3ffc08d9cf989cf2%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637769076661719891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BV5eQuz5Fx%2Beyd9oHYTb34XMHPnLV8IetI1zMvRyIxU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhughstephensblog.net%2F2022%2F01%2F04%2Fwhat-lies-ahead-for-canada-in-2022-from-a-copyright-and-content-perspective%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C8dc38569688b4d4d3ffc08d9cf989cf2%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637769076661719891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BV5eQuz5Fx%2Beyd9oHYTb34XMHPnLV8IetI1zMvRyIxU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhughstephensblog.net%2F2022%2F01%2F04%2Fwhat-lies-ahead-for-canada-in-2022-from-a-copyright-and-content-perspective%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C8dc38569688b4d4d3ffc08d9cf989cf2%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637769076661719891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BV5eQuz5Fx%2Beyd9oHYTb34XMHPnLV8IetI1zMvRyIxU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhughstephensblog.net%2F2022%2F01%2F04%2Fwhat-lies-ahead-for-canada-in-2022-from-a-copyright-and-content-perspective%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C8dc38569688b4d4d3ffc08d9cf989cf2%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637769076661719891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BV5eQuz5Fx%2Beyd9oHYTb34XMHPnLV8IetI1zMvRyIxU%3D&reserved=0
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update its outdated broadband data maps, while in another they asked the NTIA what action 

the agency is taking to ensure money goes to unserved areas before those that already have 

broadband, and how will it avoid subsidizing and overbuilding over privately owned 

networks. The lawmakers requested responses from the agencies by January 14.  

• Congress will look to confirm Gigi Sohn at FCC, Alvaro Bedoya at FTC, and Alan Davidson 

at NTIA after GOP objections stalled them in December. The White House renewed their 

nominations this week after they technically expired at the end of the December session. 
Three former FCC public safety chiefs endorsed Gigi Sohn in a pair of letters to the Senate 

Commerce Committee on Monday, and Obama administration alums Jamie Barnett, David 

Simpson, and David S. Turetsky signaled their support for Sohn’s nomination. As for Alan 

Davidson, after Majority Leader Schumer (D-NY) filed for cloture late Wednesday, he could 

get a vote as soon as next week.  

 

II.  USCO Updates: 

• On December 22, 2021 the US Copyright Office published a Federal Register notice 

announcing a series of consultations on technical measures that identify or protect 

copyrighted works. In a letter dated June 24, 2021, Senate Judiciary IP Subcommittee 

Chairman Patrick Leahy (D-VT) and Ranking Member Thom Tillis (R-NC) requested that 

the Copyright Office “convene a representative working group of relevant stakeholders to 

achieve the identification and implementation of technical measures.” The consultations will 

address current and forthcoming technologies for identifying or protecting works, including 

the technologies’ availability, their use-cases, and their limitations. The Office plans to hold a 

plenary session to launch these consultations on February 22, 2022, to be followed by smaller 

industry-sector specific consultations in 2022. Both the plenary and industry-sector based 

sessions will be held virtually over Zoom. For additional information, including instructions 

for participating in the consultations or submitting comments for the record, please visit the 

Office website. A statement of interest to participate must be received no later than 11:59 

p.m. eastern time on February 8, 2022. 

 

• The USCO is conducting a study to evaluate the merits of providing an option to defer its 

examination of copyright registration application materials until examination is later 

requested by the applicant. Comments are due January 24.  

 

• The USCO is requesting comments on its 105-page Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

(NPRM) to establish procedures governing active proceedings before the Copyright Claims 

Board (CCB) and post-determination procedures. Initial comments are due by February 7, 

and reply comments are due by February 22. 

 

• The USCO announced a series of consultations on standard technical measures (STMs) to 

identify or protect copyrighted works online and is seeking input on a number of questions. 

The Office plans to hold a plenary session to launch consultations on February 22, to be 

followed by smaller sectoral consultations thereafter. The deadline to submit written 

statements of interest to participate in the consultations is February 8. 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D7624e3b3410f9968c1e5dc873d8ea524526cf38cdb9cb4a7d956d0b4a5d95cf9852706b34b1ed120050a832697eeb06a&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C746e99ff23624578a29208d9c6253bf9%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637758685500662986%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=lvhgjQ7JAbVipH3liMDgFyJNyfeCE3karz9Pt%2FvAZUM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D4ae62b9fb7c8b213bbcda2689b2a65d6382e6f937afaee6c001b60872bf45e6000ea8a21817c5daed73f42529ac4fe38&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C746e99ff23624578a29208d9c6253bf9%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637758685500662986%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=pu0rJI%2Fujn0sB8C8IIKYWSTtX4vxosWu2SUIAS%2F8ltM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMjIuNTA3MDMxMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3ZpbmZvLmdvdi9jb250ZW50L3BrZy9GUi0yMDIxLTEyLTIyL3BkZi8yMDIxLTI3NzA1LnBkZiJ9.e5qV0o1TbEZOkANVLJJ0lhUz_Rwl17aKE7LYjAmzsWw%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F123563470426-l&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C503298d26eca4c35aec408d9c5606eea%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C1%7C637757840251521251%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=rO5JpU%2BTNjFUmRpS4EPunZGlwtmjEu1m%2B6lZz%2BHCQfo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMjIuNTA3MDMxMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jb3B5cmlnaHQuZ292L3BvbGljeS90ZWNobmljYWwtbWVhc3VyZXMvP2xvY2xyPWVhbmNvIn0.BY3WR--sijnike695IH5icUHemRCrGxiYtcVPpcXuRA%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F123563470426-l&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C503298d26eca4c35aec408d9c5606eea%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C1%7C637757840251521251%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=cLVwceWccwTncA6JGSorxepVQIp%2BvbiVKUj%2B18eOPJA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.govinfo.gov%2Fcontent%2Fpkg%2FFR-2021-12-10%2Fpdf%2F2021-26710.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cgrossman%40acg-consultants.com%7Ca0ba0bf6ed6c45d5b04d08d9c56a32dc%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C1%7C637757882191591921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=HpcKoJVIJPmtwfUb7GNtprTPvspBZxfqo%2F7LtnbaBFA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001L-ehwnX2h0T2yyjmSwpu52KvYt-I-bFDKBp_iKaHF4RxycMIMpwxhx4U9wizsqT9NXQaAw3N9i4fXGOVympts0t87S9RjwsinsVwjqZ1nM3Gipt27Yq58GJ9inytA4yB0qtzv_Ktpfsv1-zhI7KEfuwDRS_CcGn3X5TSN9JDDZ1N_BVO6TqBW4SlwFWEKsE1VO_n0bauWe0s9dVznEPC_GlJtVcQsil8KPA-Wu_D6mTK-c0AvL_duBo4W9_cPuKYGq6o5U2X_YGzUcxee8EEXw%3D%3D%26c%3DPzTq1ZqtoaS5_bxPJTq5-kcmjgVJbyASZPBS68uQjcq2Q2iCyRRAOQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DgRnvyO022KDvnCjNv6gmmPTEWYr5lNRdhTQq-p37StSrmMkKXhlrvg%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cgrossman%40acg-consultants.com%7Ca0ba0bf6ed6c45d5b04d08d9c56a32dc%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C1%7C637757882191601908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=0wfmVHFQcqLKqmU6pKhT%2FwJHJ%2FvfLZzaSDcQzOTY%2Byo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001L-ehwnX2h0T2yyjmSwpu52KvYt-I-bFDKBp_iKaHF4RxycMIMpwxhx4U9wizsqT9NXQaAw3N9i4fXGOVympts0t87S9RjwsinsVwjqZ1nM3Gipt27Yq58GJ9inytA4yB0qtzv_Ktpfsv1-zhI7KEfuwDRS_CcGn3X5TSN9JDDZ1N_BVO6TqBW4SlwFWEKsE1VO_n0bauWe0s9dVznEPC_GlJtVcQsil8KPA-Wu_D6mTK-c0AvL_duBo4W9_cPuKYGq6o5U2X_YGzUcxee8EEXw%3D%3D%26c%3DPzTq1ZqtoaS5_bxPJTq5-kcmjgVJbyASZPBS68uQjcq2Q2iCyRRAOQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DgRnvyO022KDvnCjNv6gmmPTEWYr5lNRdhTQq-p37StSrmMkKXhlrvg%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cgrossman%40acg-consultants.com%7Ca0ba0bf6ed6c45d5b04d08d9c56a32dc%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C1%7C637757882191601908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=0wfmVHFQcqLKqmU6pKhT%2FwJHJ%2FvfLZzaSDcQzOTY%2Byo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2021%2F12%2F22%2F2021-27705%2Ftechnical-measures-public-consultations&data=04%7C01%7Cgrossman%40acg-consultants.com%7Ca0ba0bf6ed6c45d5b04d08d9c56a32dc%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C1%7C637757882191601908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=bJde%2BIU0dX566jvplMpOxGmzGjNVZ6aG%2BwpOeP85fHY%3D&reserved=0
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• On December 29, the Register of Copyrights issued a declaration that, as there is no evidence 

of a need for continued adjustments as a result of disruptions to the copyright system, the 

remaining CARES Act timing adjustments would be allowed to expire at the end of the day 

on December 31, 2021. 

 

• On December 30, the USCO proposed procedures governing representation of parties by law 

students and representation of business entities by authorized individuals in proceedings 

before the Copyright Claims Board (CCB), established by the Copyright Alternative in 

Small-Claims Enforcement (CASE) Act of 2020. The proposed rule sets forth the threshold 

eligibility requirements for law students to appear before the CCB, expectations for practice 

by law students and their supervising attorneys while participating in CCB proceedings, and 

the creation of a public directory of clinics that are available to accept clients appearing 

before the CCB. The proposed rule also sets forth the requirements that must be followed by 

individuals who will be authorized to represent business entities, which include corporations, 

limited liability companies, partnerships, and sole proprietorships. Initial comments on the 

proposed rule are due by February 3, 2022; reply comments are due by February 18, 2022. 

Additional information is available here. 

 

• On Wednesday, January 5, Register of Copyrights Shira Perlmutter has announced the 

appointment of Suzanne “Suzy” Wilson as General Counsel and Associate Register of 

Copyrights of the United States Copyright Office, effective January 31, 2022. Wilson will 

have responsibility for an extensive portfolio of regulatory, litigation, and policy matters for 

the Office. 

 

• The Copyright Royalty Judges announced commencement of a proceeding to determine 

reasonable royalty rates and terms for the recording of ephemeral copies of sound recordings 

to facilitate digital audio transmissions of those sound recordings to business establishments 

pursuant to the limitation on exclusive rights specified by the Copyright Act. The royalty 

rates and terms the Judges determine in the proceeding will apply during the period 

beginning January 1, 2024 and ending December 31, 2028. Parties wishing to participate in 

the rate determination proceeding must file their Petition to Participate and pay the 

accompanying $150 filing fee no later than February 4, 2022. For more information, 

click here. Digital Downloads and music revenues hit an all-time high last year of $15.2 

billion, and music publishers have proposed an increased rate of 20% of streaming service 

revenue. We will be tracking these developments and expect to have a proposed rate from the 

board by the end of this year.  

 

 

III. Judicial Updates 

• Over the weekend, the Wall Street Journal reported that India launched an antitrust probe 

into Apple over its control of the App Store. “The order from the Competition Commission 

of India said Friday that its initial view is that the Cupertino, Calif., company has violated 

some of the country’s antitrust laws. The order said the body is prima facie convinced that a 

case is made out for directing an investigation into Apple.” India becomes the latest country 

to file antitrust concerns over Apple, following Europe, Australia, the UK, and South Korea. 

Read more here.  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMjkuNTEwMTAzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jb3B5cmlnaHQuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLyJ9.0mp9YXgOZAXAbXmWQlSBLRUAZEcGcXujzQLxLfcOZPk%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F123883359288-l&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C36bf5a7301e54a1090c608d9cb218890%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637764167164989505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=U9yGp8PybJUIKKgyOQJVRw2loLY8SldHlAXdZciJR%2Fk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMzAuNTEwMjY2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jb3B5cmlnaHQuZ292L2Fib3V0L3NtYWxsLWNsYWltcy8_bG9jbHI9ZWFuY28ifQ.LWtufITI4hgbgbVJzQCrp8q4pF6kugfkhpFhexG1KQI%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F123906981684-l&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C826e58115460456be7e708d9cba163ff%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637764716305118950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nsjf7MWctdwyb6CkZxwIF16EGv71IE%2FRRuYvJRe0bS0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMzAuNTEwMjY2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jb3B5cmlnaHQuZ292L2Fib3V0L3NtYWxsLWNsYWltcy8_bG9jbHI9ZWFuY28ifQ.LWtufITI4hgbgbVJzQCrp8q4pF6kugfkhpFhexG1KQI%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F123906981684-l&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C826e58115460456be7e708d9cba163ff%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637764716305118950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nsjf7MWctdwyb6CkZxwIF16EGv71IE%2FRRuYvJRe0bS0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMzAuNTEwMjY2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vY29weXJpZ2h0Lmdvdi9ydWxlbWFraW5nL2Nhc2UtYWN0LWltcGxlbWVudGF0aW9uL3JlcHJlc2VudGF0aW9uP2xvY2xyPWVhbmNvIn0.3mB0WyZVYWObgh8XUgIGYcvTvdriwQGvyADVghJiVm4%2Fs%2F1556662786%2Fbr%2F123906981684-l&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C826e58115460456be7e708d9cba163ff%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637764716305118950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=oA63AslGGXNMK8CpdYHKnGVtrv8cBHWzEJGyFZl2Vtc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6Imdyb3NzbWFuQGFjZy1jb25zdWx0YW50cy5jb20iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTAxIiwic3Vic2NyaWJlcl9pZCI6Ijg3Mzg5MzcwIiwibGlua19pZCI6IjE3NjY1NDM1NzMiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ292aW5mby5nb3YvY29udGVudC9wa2cvRlItMjAyMi0wMS0wNS9wZGYvMjAyMS0yNzY2OS5wZGYiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjIwMTA1LjUxMjgwODExIn0.k0yvTrLs3ifj1AxjQzLoF2e4XgThfw1DHLWGL77k8No&data=04%7C01%7Cgrossman%40acg-consultants.com%7Cb4bf8aeecfcd42c2d92908d9d0db6581%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C1%7C637770463011124666%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2y%2Biro%2BSWKDDnKPRu%2FRVj5u9IT5PMPCiAiGTwowuCeg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.wsj.com/articles/india-hits-apple-with-antitrust-investigation-over-app-store-practices-11641207296?st=65lrktdqb5uiwlx&reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink
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IV. Administration Updates:  

• Advocacy groups Demand Progress and Public Citizen sent a letter to the White House 

shortly before Christmas asking President Biden to clarify his Administration’s stance on the 

European Union’s antitrust rules such as the Digital Markets and Digital Services Act. The 

confusion comes after Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo criticized the proposed 

regulations and the US warned they could threaten companies’ intellectual property and trade 

secrets. Read more here. The business community also shared their concerns with companies 

such as Yelp, Genius, Felt, Patreon, Beeper, and REX, writing that they support the Digital 

Markets Act and the Digital Services Act.  

• On Tuesday December 22, FTC Chair Lina Khan commented on the Consumer Financial 

Protection Bureau’s probe into the role of tech giants in online payments. She highlighted 

three areas, “First, Big Tech companies’ participation in payments and financial services 

could enable them to entrench and extend their market positions and privileged access to data 

and AI techniques in potentially anticompetitive and exploitative ways. Second, Big Tech 

companies’ use of algorithmic decision-making in financial services amplifies concerns of 

discrimination, bias, and opacity. And third, Big Tech companies’ increasingly commingled 

roles as payment and authentication providers could concentrate risk and create single points 

of failure.” Read her full comments here.  

• The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) is doing a study on emerging 

technology and is seeking input about the public and private sector marketplace trends, 

supply chain risks, and legislative, policy and future investment needs of eight emerging 

technology areas, including artificial intelligence. The deadline to submit comments is 

January 31.  

 

• On Tuesday, December 22, FTC Chair Lina Khan commented on the Consumer Financial 

Protection Bureau’s probe into the role of tech giants in online payments. She highlighted 

three areas, “First, Big Tech companies’ participation in payments and financial services 

could enable them to entrench and extend their market positions and privileged access to data 

and AI techniques in potentially anticompetitive and exploitative ways. Second, Big Tech 

companies’ use of algorithmic decision-making in financial services amplifies concerns of 

discrimination, bias, and opacity. And third, Big Tech companies’ increasingly commingled 

roles as payment and authentication providers could concentrate risk and create single points 

of failure.” Read her full comments here.  

 

• In a New Year’s Eve letter, Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, along with the FAA, 

asked AT&T and Verizon CEOs to delay the planned launch of 5G spectrum. The two 

executives rejected the request, instead offered to take more extensive mitigation measures 

for the first 6 months of the roll out to “avoid potential interference with aviation 

instruments.” FCC Chair Jessica Rosenworcel commented on the situation saying, “I am 

optimistic that by working together we can both advance the wireless economy and ensure 

aviation safety.” On Tuesday, the New York Times reported that Federal aviation officials 

have agreed not to ask for further delays to Verizon and AT&T’s new 5G cellular service, 

clearing the way for the companies to start their service while avoiding a major clash with 

https://www.axios.com/biden-raimondo-vestager-big-tech-europe-6d9df23c-9e1f-41cf-a5af-51ecd1b5f990.html
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/public_statements/1599099/cover_letter_and_comment_of_chair_lina_khan_re_cfpbs_inquiry_into_big_tech_payment_platforms.pdf
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2021%2F11%2F22%2F2021-25428%2Fstudy-to-advance-a-more-productive-tech-economy&data=04%7C01%7Cgrossman%40acg-consultants.com%7Ca0ba0bf6ed6c45d5b04d08d9c56a32dc%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C1%7C637757882191591921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=jCVPOnWAj4QsMUm6zqMkOOErFiAm9mRJcvpadYKqjrg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/public_statements/1599099/cover_letter_and_comment_of_chair_lina_khan_re_cfpbs_inquiry_into_big_tech_payment_platforms.pdf
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regulators who said it could endanger flights. “In addition to delaying the start of their 

service by two weeks, the carriers will temporarily put in place measures designed to address 

the government’s safety concerns about the technology, particularly around certain airports.” 

Read more here.  

 

• The FCC announced members who will serve on the six working groups of the rechartered 

Communications Security, Reliability, and Interoperability Council and also launched the 

Affordable Connectivity Program, the new $14 billion version of its Emergency Broadband 

Benefit subsidy for low-income households. 

 

• FCC Chair Jessica Rosenworcel has scheduled a vote for January 27 to consider “A proposal 

to establish simple-to-understand broadband labels, whereby internet providers would 

disclose accurate information about prices, introductory rates, data allowances, and 

broadband speeds.” Read her full statement here. 
 

• The FTC raised its maximum civil penalty to $46,517 per day, which is a 6% bump due to 

inflation. Read more here.  

 

 

V. International Updates: 

• According to TorrentFreak, a new anti-piracy group is expected to launch in April called the 

International Anti-Piracy Organization (IAPO). The group was created by the Japan-based 

Content Overseas Distribution Association (CODA). Director Masaharu Ina informs 

TorrentFreak that CODA planned the foundation of the IAPO coalition last year and talks 

have been held with the Motion Picture Association (MPA), the Copyright Society of China, 

plus other organizations around the world. “Our plan is to start the new organization in or 

around April this year and share the information on piracy sites compiled in each country and 

provide same to the police of the country where the servers are located for example,” he 

explains. Read more here. 
 

• A recently published European Parliament think tank study aimed to provide both an 

overview of the current state-of-play as well as a set of policy recommendations with respect 

to cross-border enforcement of intellectual property rights (IPRs) in the European Union 

(EU), with a particular emphasis on the enforcement of copyright and related rights in the 

online environment. The study provides a detailed analysis of the current situation of cross-

border IPR enforcement and formulates various policy recommendations to improve current 

IPR enforcement options. Overall, the study concluded that cross-border enforcement in the 

EU is a rare phenomenon. “Despite the cross-border nature of most infringements occurring 

online, stakeholders in some sectors reported no instances of/no experience with cross-border 

enforcement.” Read the full report here.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/04/technology/5g-att-verizon-rollout.html?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGByVI2kEffn-MuDh2GvljGpsSCnAtdYKJVjpdpzQWnrMOVsamj2-TeYl1x7lQO7M4Mci8opf2JlmK5bCGpHTseIW1_r6PVt6H-3Ix5ZU5OMLef
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D58b0c68f1625bd9e61d684edadb4c16dd5e904ccac9688b3feadf7cf2a76dac1fa4c033f3982a0288ffa27ac040cc964&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C32e4520c71724b8e137208d9ceca7bed%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637768191338242426%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Xj%2BIeziCHqYZ4lPLMbQ3xt%2BLZBXC1FQ8V%2FT3aPk%2F9iY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D58b0c68f1625bd9ea9f7c4670598d7351427c5b3c147451d4d382779dfe54b7a209f58cae969b8d692ae0883e0ffea72&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C32e4520c71724b8e137208d9ceca7bed%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637768191338242426%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=SPexExq1%2F4xZM5GTBp3srzgH8ZrMdy39dW12DFu73s8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D58b0c68f1625bd9ea9f7c4670598d7351427c5b3c147451d4d382779dfe54b7a209f58cae969b8d692ae0883e0ffea72&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C32e4520c71724b8e137208d9ceca7bed%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637768191338242426%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=SPexExq1%2F4xZM5GTBp3srzgH8ZrMdy39dW12DFu73s8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D540cb0baa889be69f7fcebb7a1416bfaf9c3c62c3dbf3b4e093e00fc61150eeb1611ad3d488552e766baf9d94b91ef7a&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C1a4e637d3c7f4a2d217408d9d125916b%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637770781556442183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=i4knzuItuuZh5YIFTEFCpaiwr6VIUy9RHT09W1lCgqU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D36e42d24e701ff9c9b7549ad886e9f702aae0cc15e060c4d41a30b30f1aa25775cdeb54e74ab85fcc68f1212a2e14827&data=04%7C01%7Clynch%40acg-consultants.com%7C499eaa98d894496e973008d9d1eeb384%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637771645447225590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BRyWAMivF8NGx5Utr7yTKR9HnrTZIPz%2BSirJc1sTyPs%3D&reserved=0
https://torrentfreak.com/huge-new-global-anti-piracy-coalition-will-tackle-manga-anime-piracy-220103/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/703387/IPOL_STU(2021)703387_EN.pdf
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VI. Industry Updates: 

• On December 30, New York Governor Kathy Hochul vetoed New York Assembly Bill 5837. 

CEO of the Copyright Alliance, Keith Kupferschmid expressed his support for the veto 

saying, “I thank New York Governor Hochul for vetoing Assembly Bill 5837-B on 

December 29, legislation that would have forced authors, publishers, and other copyright 

owners to involuntarily grant licenses to New York libraries for their digital works on terms 

decided by the state of New York. The bill was clearly unconstitutional, based on a campaign 

of misinformation, and in violation of federal copyright law. We are incredibly grateful to 

Governor Hochul for recognizing this and for taking appropriate action to veto the bill, and 

for helping to protect the rights of creators across the state and across the country.” 

 

• On January 20, the ALI Council will meet to discuss Council Draft #6 of the Copyright 

Restatement. 

 

• On December 6, YouTube published a new copyright transparency report that reveals the 

company receives 4.4 million “incorrect” claims a year. However, those incorrect claims 

represent less than 1% of more than 729 million total copyright claims issued in the same 6-

month period. YouTube’s full report can be found here.  

 

• On January 1, IP Watchdog published an article titled, “Only in Your Dreams: Patent 

Stakeholders Share Their IP Wishes for the New Year.” ACG’s Marla Grossman was 

featured saying, “My IP wish for 2022 is that Congress finally ends the decades-long 

loophole that has enabled AM/FM radio broadcasters to use the music of hard-working 

performers without compensating them for their work. The failure of terrestrial radio to 

compensate the performing artists, whose sound recordings drive the success of broadcast 

radio, remains one of the few remaining injustices in music law. Hopefully this will be the 

year that Congress recognizes the value of the creators of the music that provides the 

soundtrack of our lives.” Read the full article here.  

 

• As Apple’s valuation briefly passed $3 trillion this week, many Big Tech critics are sounding 

the alarm. “Apple’s historic market cap is just another indicator of the firm’s overwhelming 

market dominance. With 11 reported acquisitions in the past two years and a long track 

record of abusive and illegal conduct, Apple’s market power is continuing to grow,” Krista 

Brown of the anti-monopoly group American Economic Liberties Project said. She urged 

Congress to pass legislation to fix antitrust laws and “stop pro-monopoly judges from 

sheltering Apple from accountability.” According to Politico, Apple’s $3 trillion valuation is 

equal to those of Walmart, Disney, Netflix, Nike, Exxon Mobil, Coca-Cola, Comcast, 

Morgan Stanley, McDonald’s, AT&T, Goldman Sachs, Boeing, IBM, and Ford — combined. 

https://blog.youtube/news-and-events/access-all-balanced-ecosystem-and-powerful-tools/
https://www.ipwatchdog.com/2022/01/01/dreams-patent-stakeholders-share-ip-wishes-new-year/id=141194/

