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Changes in Number of Patent p e Eid
Applications/PCT Applications Filed with JPO '

B Although the number of patent applications filed with JPO is slightly decreasing or
flat, the number of PCT applications received by JPO is greatly increasing.

® The PCT applications in 2011 increased 20% compared to the previous year.

B Changes in the Number of Patent Applications/PCT Applications Filed in Japan
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Number of Requests for Examination
and Number of First Actions
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*The number of requests for examination in 2009 — 2011 include those
which were applied for requests for deferred payment of examination request fees.

Number of Applications awaiting the First Action j) 5T
and First Action Pendency
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Changes in the Number of Applications Awaiting the
First Action and First Action Pendency
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FA pendency achieved
less than 23 months
at the end of March, 2012.




JPQO’s Effort in Patent Examinations D WEET

JPO’s measures that support the world’s highest level examination efficiency

Increasing number
of examiners

Improvement of Utilizitng Private
sector rorce
systems (Outsourcing)

v JPO has speeded up patent examination aiming to achieve the goal to shorten
examination waiting period to 11 months in 2013.

Faster v It is expected that the goal will be achieved.
. Possible to obtain patents “faster”

v Examination request fees and PCT international search fees were reduced (approx. 25%)
by revision of Japan Patent Act in 2011.

» Possible to acquire rights for a “lower price”

Stronger [\/ Users desire “stronger patents”, in other words, internationally stable patents. ]

What is the next step for JPO that has achieved
“Faster” and “Cheaper” patents granting? 4

Future Strategy of the JPO D EHT

Granting stable patents which can be taken into account
internationally without difficulties, and
Enabling users to acquire patents smoothly internationally

» Moving toward patent harmonization making most use of
various fora such as IP5 and Tegernsee Group

» Improvement of the PPH system through multilateral meeting
» Expansion of the Examiner Exchange Program

TeNLIReEERNAN | 5 Developing a search system of patent documents in foreign

to Search foreign languages utilizing machine translation
patent document

» Establishing a world standard common patent classification

Reinforcing > World standard quality management

Examination System . Lo ) . .
to respond » Consolidated examination for international enterprise’s
Globalization strategy (“Matome*” examination)

» Revision of a plan for optimization of IT systems in order to
Renovation of cope flexibly with international treaties and cooperation

IT Systems > Improving countermeasures against threats of earthquakes
and cyber threats

* “Matome” is Japanese term meaning “bringing together” or “putting together”.5
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